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with some totemistic form of tortoise-worship, and now as they 

have forgotten that they are Buddhists, they worship the 
tortoise-shaped deity as Kurmartpi Bhagavan. 

[HARAPRASAD SHASTRI. | 

III, Some general considerations, 

Chelonia play an important part in Hindu iconography 
mainly in two connections (if they are actually distinct), 
viz. the Tortoise Incarnation of Vishnu and the myth of the 

Churning of the Ocean. Both are frequently illustrated in 
the stone-carvings of temples, in the wood-carvings of proces- 

-of both subjects the tortoise is highly conventionalized and 
cannot be recognized as a representation of any particular type 

of chelonian. In every case, however, in which it is recog- 
nizable, it clearly represents a Trionychid, with its round, flat 
carapace devoid of any external plates, its very long neck, 
comparatively small head and tubular nostrils. In some cases 
in which the figure is unusually elaborate I believe that the 
actual species that has served as odel is Chitra indica. 
This species is distinguished from all other Indian forms by the 
peculiar shape of the head and by the proximity of the eyes to 
the tip of the snout. It appears to be represented even In 
some sculptures from Madras. 

! Mr. Baini Prasad of the Government College, Lahore, has recently 
obtained a imen from a small stream on the Indus system neat 
Ferozepur.—June 25th, 1914. 
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and Bihar, because most of them are used as focd and some 
are more highly esteemed than others.! The largest and 
most powerful species is Chitra indica. It is apparently the 
species that i is regarded as the ‘‘ vehicle ’’ of the goddess of the 
Jumna,” just as the crocodile is the ‘‘ vehicle’’ of Mother 
Gan ges. 

Su ch evidence as is at present available would, therefore, 
seem to suggest that the ‘‘ tortoise ’’ of Indian iconography is 
not one of the Jand-tortoises Pietadigiian but a mud-turtle 

representatives of the family probably share or shared in 
the respect due to the me assumed in an incarn ation, but it 

is ate even to kbtack boats with blows. Its carapace alon e 
may attain a length of at least six feet. It is, therefore, an 
animal that would naturally attract both the attention and 
the respect of a primitive people. [N. ANNANDALE.] 

ADDENDUM. 
Note by Mr. H. E. Stapleton on the Chittagong Turtles. 

The correct name of the saint (not * place > T think) known 
te you a8 ‘‘Sultan Bagu Bastan’’ is ‘‘ Sultan Bayazid of 
Bastam.” ‘Bastam’ (or ‘ Bistam’) is a town in Persia, and 
the 
exercises The mausoleum, which i is some 5 miles out of Chitta- 

1 See Chaudhuri, Rec. Ind. Mus., vol. VII, p. 212. Various species 
of tortoises are all ee: as clean food for Hindus. There are Hindus 
Ww abso 

hard shell above and a hard cartilage below. It has a ridge on its back. 
It is the species called Dhoor in Mr. B. L. Chaudhuri 
dhongoka (Gray). The eggs & oo considered a delicacy. These are found 
inside the tortoise in the for a garland several yards long. There is 
another cong called Su ae a 5 coat land-tortoise, which is also eaten 
by the r classes. to (that is, ‘‘ wooden”’) is sal Baro the 

i i c 

e individuals of ie species may often be observed in the water 

from Gar ian it passe nes railway bridge at Allahabad, a short 
ores below the = ey the Jumna and the 

ur1, loc 
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gong, has a tank close by which is full of turtles locally known 
as Mddaris and fishes called Gajaris Darge Ophiocephali—N. 
I have not yet found out what these words mean, but Shah 

got hold of a Persian History of Chittagong which, I hope 
will give further information on t u The saint, I 
believe, did not die in Chittagong, but is buried somewhere 

up-country. Probably, the shrine was formerly a Hindu or 
aboriginal one which was taken over by the Muhammadans. 

[H. E. S. 1-7-1914.] 
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